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SAFRI-Position Paper 

 

Strengthen partnership, promote diversification, and improve conditions for trade and 
investment 

 
German industry statement on the occasion of the fourth German-African Business Summit 

(GABS) 
 

 

German industry, represented by the sponsoring organisations of the Sub-Saharan Initiative of German 
Business (SAFRI), 
 

• the German-African Business Association (Afrika-Verein der deutschen Wirtschaft, AV),  

• the Federation of German Industries (Bundesverband der Deutschen Industrie, BDI), 

• the Federation of German Wholesale, Foreign Trade and Services (Bundesverband 

Großhandel, Außenhandel, Dienstleistungen, BGA), and 

• the Association of German Chambers of Commerce and Industry (Deutscher Industrie- und 
Handelskammertag, DIHK) 

 
would like to take the occasion of the GABS as an opportunity to propose intensified cooperation and 
partnership to the countries of the African continent and African businesses. It welcomes the high-level 
political support of the GABS by the government of the host country South Africa as well as by the 
German government. It calls on the German federal government, the European Union (EU), and the 
countries of Africa to increasingly promote and support partnership-based economic cooperation. 
 
From the perspective of German industry, the following key points for the partnership and its political 
support should be noted on the occasion of the fourth GABS: 
 

1. German industry aims to have significantly increased its involvement on the African continent 
in the areas of trade and direct investment by 2030. To this end, the sponsoring organisations 
of SAFRI will intensify their partnership-based cooperation and raise awareness among German 
companies of the economic opportunities available on the African continent. We call on the 
governments of Germany and African countries to support this through intensified economic 
policy dialogue, reciprocal presence, and concrete measures. 

 
2. German industry is developing its involvement on the African continent in a partnership-based, 

and socially and ecologically sustainable manner, and with the aim of contributing – together 
with African partners – to overcoming the major challenges of our time: climate change, 
resilience in the areas of food security and healthcare, the sustainable supply of energy and raw 
materials, and improving people’s living conditions while preserving their natural livelihoods. 

 
The cooperation offered by German companies is long term, and combines activities and 
projects with investment in vocational training, the transfer of technology and knowledge, and 
recognition of their shared responsibility for upholding social and environmental standards, and 
respecting and promoting universal human rights. 

 
3. German industry calls on the German federal government to effectively support the 

diversification of German companies into African markets, specifically in the areas of trade, 
investment, and procurement of raw materials. The following issues should be prioritised: 
 

- Improvement of government risk insurance in the areas of trade (export credit guarantees) 
and investment (investment guarantees), and further measures to improve the financing 
conditions of projects on the African continent. 

- In particular: improvement of the risk coverage conditions of financing for projects addressing 
the climate-neutral electrification and industrialisation of the African continent by German 
companies (renewable energy, including green hydrogen). 

- Facilitation of the financing of investments that ensure a sustainable supply of raw materials 
and energy sources for German industry. 
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- Support for the improvement of the price competitiveness of the technology-intensive exports 
of German companies through a long-term soft loan programme (“Wirtschaftsfonds Afrika”). 

- Continuation and further development of the Compact with Africa initiative and resumption of 
the summit meetings with African heads of state and government, with a special focus on 
supporting private-sector investments and projects. 

- Promotion of diversification into Africa with development policy instruments. This includes, for 
example, infrastructure development in partnership with German industry, support for 
vocational training measures and job creation by German companies, as well as risk coverage 
for private sector projects that are particularly conducive to development. Overall, a 
significantly higher share of the funds of the development organisations the Kreditanstalt für 
Wiederaufbau (KfW) and the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 
should be allocated to German companies in order to strengthen their presence in African 
countries. 

 
4. At the EU level as well, greater support should be given to economic partnership with Africa. 

The German federal government should advocate the following points: 
 

- No more bureaucracy and no new risks for companies in the wake of European legislation on 
sustainable supply chains (the Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence). 

- Implementation of the Global Gateway Initiative with the proviso that primarily European 
companies (where possible in partnership with African companies) take on the execution of the 
projects and that the financing and risk coverage of purely private-sector projects is also made 
possible. 

- Reduction of barriers to the import of (processed) goods and agricultural products from African 
countries to the EU. 

- Support of the emerging African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) and the development 
of a European-African free trade agreement. 

 
5. German industry hopes that African governments and the African Union (AU) will support its 

efforts to diversify into Africa. German industry sees great progress in many African countries 
in creating investment-friendly conditions and great interest in cooperation, especially with 
German companies. Further progress can be achieved if: 
 

- African partners support cooperation with German companies in a targeted manner; 
- there is a continuation and intensification of efforts towards regional integration and the 

establishment of the AfCFTA to strengthen intra-African trade and make the continent more 
attractive for foreign direct investment; and 

- African countries establish attractive conditions for entrepreneurial activity, especially in the area 
of business-related infrastructure and in legal and administrative frameworks. 

 
 

 
 


